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University of Niš, Serbia and Montenegro

Key words: Microdissection, fetal vessels, variable thyroid artery

SUMMARY

Some morphological characteristics of the variable thyroid ima artery were investigated on the
injected fetal arteries and explained on their 106 static images.
Thyroid ima artery of different origin was proven in 18 (16.9%) cases. With respect to the vascular sources of the investigated artery, the branching of the brachiocephalic trunk and right common carotid artery was found in 72.1% of the cases. At the same time, the thyroid ima and superior
or inferior thyroid arteries were obvious in all cases, as well as the presence of single or multiple variations and abnormalities of neighbouring arteries in 38.8% of the cases. No major anatomical difference was noted between the fetal form of the variable thyroid artery reported in this paper and
the postnatal form reviewed from the literature. Thyroid ima artery probably represents an example
of the arterial self-differentiation and induced differentiation of the unilateral vascular trunk.

INTRODUCTION

Since first description of a variable thyroid artery in the XVIII century by Erdmann and Neubauer (1772), in classic anatomical textbooks and various scientific
papers a few different names for this blood vessel can be found.
Olivier (1923) first described a common trunk designated as the middle thymothyroid artery, which gives off two branches, one for the thymus and the second one
for the thyroid gland. Testut and Latarjet (1948) and Paturet (1958) noted variable
thyroid arteries as ‘Neubauer’s middle thyroid artery’, while Rouviere (1959)
marked this artery as ‘Neubauer’s lower thyroid artery’. But, Terminologia Ana-
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